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3Introduction
We live in turbulent economic times. Coupled with the upcoming elections, it seems that 
there is no more important time in our history to take a stand for what we desire both as 
individuals and as a nation. While the above comments are seemingly unconnected to the 
education arena we find ourselves in, we find that reality could not be more opposite. Do 
we believe in the privatization of the educational enterprise? How is our public education 
faring? Is No Child Left Behind dead? How does the disparity of funding continue to 
present itself to urban educational areas? Who receives privileged funding?
At Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne, a central philosophical premise 
has always been about a struggle for a more democratic and inclusive community. Often 
times this comes with disagreement and/or strong debate. Yet ultimately, voices must be 
heard as an ongoing avenue for critique and hope out of the despairing times we have 
fallen into. 
With the above in mind, in some small but we believe important way, 
scholarlypartnershipsedu contributes to the struggle for democracy and voice of multiple 
constituencies. One central premise of this journal has always been that articles are 
coauthored with both academics as well as persons outside of academia. Multiple voices 
must be heard to safeguard against the knowledge being essentialized with one particular 
viewpoint. Varying methodologies claiming “truth” need to be exercised in an ongoing 
struggle as to what counts as reality. Ultimately, we believe, the role of partnerships with 
different educational communities is one way to ensure that the struggle for democracy 
can rear its head; that partnerships are meaningful, struggled for, and researched; and 
that partnerships test the boundaries of both knowledge, as well as establish new and 
thriving educational communities. Such is the case in the lead-off article, with authors 
establishing broad systemic connections that resulted in an increase of both the quantity 
of statewide teacher preparation as well as quality of teacher preparation. 
While not all articles in this particular volume talk to such a broad partnership of 
communities, they certainly talk to smaller and intimate relationships created to link 
universities with various communities of need. For instance, our second article looks at 
how a rich association between a teacher education department and a dropout prevention 
scholarlypartnershipsedu
4program can thrive in the context of service-learning as the driving partnership approach. 
On a very practical level, our third article investigates how coteaching between teachers 
and graduate preservice teachers thrive and how belief system boundaries are pushed. 
Our next article looks closely at a case study of a sixth-grade classroom’s differentiated 
reading instruction that relies heavily on university and school collaboration. And our 
final article describes a collaborative project that looks at freshman transition into high 
school. All articles are examples of the type of systematic scholarship exuded when 
thriving and lively partnerships exist. 
As our journal moves forward, we seek themes of common importance to our broad 
educational community. As such, the editors of scholarlypartnershipsedu are pleased to 
announce a call for manuscripts for the fall 2009 themed issue: Writing Partnerships: 
Developing Collaborative Learning Communities. This themed issue has been inspired 
by the work of the National Writing Project (NWP), which oversees 200 writing project 
sites, including the Appleseed Writing Project, codirected by Glenda Moss, associate 
professor of education and coeditor of scholarlypartnershipsedu; Karol Dehr, instructor 
and director of writing in the Department of English and Linguistics; and Terry Springer, 
department cochair and English teacher at Northrop High School in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Each NWP site is codirected by a university site director(s) and staff from a PK–12 
setting, fostering a scholarly writing partnership. We use the term “scholarly” to connote 
a rigorous study and practice of writing on multiple levels and multiple genres. The 
professional development philosophy of the NWP promotes collaborative partnerships 
that foster teachers teaching teachers. The NWP is committed to developing teachers as 
writers, as teachers of teachers of writing, and as teachers of young writers. In keeping 
with this philosophical frame, scholarlyparternshipsedu has dedicated the fall 2009 issue to 
publishing work that represents writing partnerships. The issue is not limited to projects 
that grew out of NWP sites but all submissions must be coauthored by someone in a 
university setting with someone in a PK–12 setting. Examples of coauthored writing 
projects are not limited to but could also include work authored by a university site 
director and PK codirector, university site director and classroom teacher researchers, 
university site director and urban youth camp coordinator(s), university site director and 
summer institute facilitators, or university site director and workshop facilitators.
As always, we hope our readers benefit from this current edition of 
scholarlypartnershipsedu and join us in building future knowledge in subsequent editions.
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